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Jayapataka Swami’s 2nd Initiation Philosophical Examination

A.  About the material nature

1a) Explain in a general way the three modes of nature. Include a specific description of the qualities found in the three different modes?

2a) Is the living entity controlled or free, or is he a combination of both? Explain how free will and predestination exist simultaneously in the material life of the conditioned soul.

3a) What is action (karma), prohibited action (vikarma), and inaction (akarma)?

4a) What are the 8 material elements?

5a) Describe the five senses for acquiring knowledge, their objects, and the five working senses.

6a) What is the function of the mind, the intelligence, and the false ego?

7a) Explain the basic structure of the universal egg in terms of its different planetary systems and the covering layers of universe. How is the earth situated in this system?

8a) Describe the different species of life. What are they and how many are they? How does the spirit soul travel through the forms lower than the human form?

9a) How does the human being change his body at the moment of death?

10a) Explain karma. How is the law of karma affecting the living entity?

11a) What are the reactions which occur when one perform pious and impious activities? Give some examples of pious and impious activities and their resultant reactions.

12a) Explain what are devas or demigods. What are the names, qualities and activities of at least five of them?

13a) What is varnasrama? What are the duties of each varna and asrama. What do you think is your natural position within this system and why? What is the proper asrama for each Varna and therefore what do you think is your best situation within the asrama?

14a) Write something about the Vedic conception of time in terms of the lifetime of Brahma. How would one calculate a day of Brahma according to our conception of time? Explain the yugas and their duration, as well as a description of spiritual processes to be performed in each one. 

15a) What are the special qualities of Kali-yuga?  Who is the personality of Kali (yuga) and what does Srimad Bhagavatam tell about him? What are the advantages and disadvantages of this Kali-yuga? 

B. Topics on soul and Supersoul

1b) Write as many qualities of the soul as you know. Explain how these qualities are different from the qualities of the material body.

2b) Explain totally the significance of the Bhagavad-Gita verse dehino 'smin yatha dehe, "As the embodied soul continually passes, in this body ..." etc.

3b) What is the function of the Supersoul in reference to the verses isvara sarva bhutanam, sarvasya caham hrdi sannivistho, and upadrstanumantas ca? If you don't know the Sanskrit verses, write an answer explaining about the Supersoul.

4b) How does the Supersoul regulate the karma of all the conditioned living entities?

5b) What is the example of the two birds in the tree, and what is it's explanation?

C. Questions about Krsna and the Absolute Truth

1c) Who is Krsna? Why is He described as Isvara, Purusa, Bhagavan, Adidevam? What other qualities of krsna can you think of? Try and answer in the context of the verse, aham sarvasya prabhavah.

2c) What is the purport of the verse, ye yatha mam prapadyante, "As they surrender unto Me I reward..." 

3c) What is the ultimate goal or highest perfection of life? How can one achieve it? 

4c) What are the qualities of the personal forms of Krsna and Visnu?

5c) Explain as many characteristics as possible about the ten incarnations of Godhead.  How many incarnations of Godhead are there?  Explain the different kinds of incarnations of Godhead.

6c) Describe the Panca-tattva. Who are they and Who are they in Krsna-lila.

7c) What are the symptoms of an actual incarnation of the Lord and what are those of a rascal claiming to be one and how would we challenge him to show he is God? 

8c) Describe the three manifestations of the Absolute Truth Also, explain the specific yogic process by which one realizes each manifestations.

9c)  Out of the three realizations, i.e. paramatma, Bhagavan, or Brahman which is more complete? Which path of self-realization is more appropriate for today?

D.  About the disciplic succession

1d) What is the disciplic succession and why is it important? What is the name of our sampradaya and the other vaisnava sampradayas? If you can, name the main sampradaya acaryas.

2d) Name the sampradaya acaryas in our sampradaya from Srila Jagannatha dasa Babaji to today? if possible, list the whole succession from the time of Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Also list from Krsna to Madhvacarya. 

3d) What is the purport of the verse, tad viddhi pranipatena, just try and learn the truth from a ... 

4d) What is a diksa guru, a siksa guru, and a vartmana pradarsaka guru?  What is the difference in dealings with the above gurus? 

5d) What is the special import of the words, 'Founder-acarya'?  What relationship does Srila Prabhupada have with ISKCON devotees?

6d) Describe how Srila Prabhupada came to the West and started the movement of Krsna consciousness?

E. Related to  Krsna Consciousness

1e) What is the function of desire in spiritual life?

2e) What is sanatana-dharma?

3e)  Lord Caitanya compares devotional service to sowing a seed (bhakti-lata-bija)  in the heart. The devotional creeper is watered by hearing, chanting, and other devotional service. Kindly mention the two types of dangers that Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu warns against. How is a devotee to protect his devotional creeper from these dangers? 

4e)  What are the nine qualities of a Brahmin? 

5e)  Give three examples of how three of the above qualities of a Brahmin may be used internally and externally in devotional service? 

6e)  "Who am I?" is the basic question of self-realization. Kindly explain "Who you are?" according to Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu's teachings. 

7e)  Can a human being become God? If yes, explain the process. Is Lord Krsna's descent into the material world like a human beings? By what potency does he descend into the material world? 

8e)  Why is a brahmin called "dwija" or twice-born? A brahmin must be more careful as he will be held more responsible for his actions? What are the additional benefits which make it worthwhile to accept 2nd initiation?
9e)  Since one can easily achieve liberation from devotional service, why does a devotee want to spread Krsna consciousness considering all the risks and troubles? 

F. Questions about our personal lives

1f) What are the regulative principles? Why is it bad to break them?

2f) Describe the importance of chanting 16 rounds every day and the effects of not chanting.

3f) What are the important things to remember to do before and after eating?

4f) When is one contaminated and must take a bath?  Explain different levels of contamination and how to purify oneself for each level.

5f) What is the acceptable form of cleanliness for a brahmana or in a temple?

6f) What is the correct mode of interaction between the men and women in different asrams or in a temple? Answer in regards to temple interactions and other interactions non-service oriented.

7f) What is the importance of sankirtana?

8f) Explain why this movement is called the sankirtana movement. What is the importance of a temple in this regard?

9f) Who are the Deities and what are some important points in Their service?

G. Extra important points to be answered

1g) Explain the processes of karma yoga, mystic yoga and bhakti.

2g) What is impersonalism? Why is this concept inferior and who originated this system?

3g) What is the philosophy of voidism, why is it false and who started it?

4g) Explain the dissatisfaction of Vyasadeva and what was done to correct it.

5g) Explain the circumstances around the speaking of the Bhagavad-Gita.

6g) Write out in Sanskrit and your own language (or English)  as many verses as possible, but no less than 15 verses.

